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PLEASE NOTE THAT THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT IS A NON-BINDING CONVENIENCE TRANSLA-
TION. ONLY THE GERMAN VERSION OF THE DOCUMENT PUBLISHED IN THE CORRESPONDING 
RECTOR’S BULLETIN (MITTEILUNGSBLATT DES REKTORS NR. 12/2020) HAS LEGAL VALIDITY 

 

 

 

 

Doctoral Degree Regulations of the  

Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg 

dated 16 December 2020 
 

On the basis of § 32 of Act on Higher Education of the Land of Baden-Württemberg (Lan-
deshochschulgesetz - LHG), last amended by the Third Amendment of Higher Education Regu-
lations (Third Higher Education Amendment Act – 3. HRÄG), of April 1, 2014 (Law and Ordinance 
Gazette of April 8, 2014, p. 99), the Senate of the Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg 
adopted the following doctoral degree regulations on December 16, 2020. 

Preamble: All titles, status, function and job descriptions that appear in this regulation in the 
masculine form apply equally to women and men and can also be used in the corresponding 
feminine form. This also applies to the use of university degrees, academic designations and 
titles. 
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§ 1 Doctorate 
 

The Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg (HfJS), in cooperation with the Ruprecht-Karls-
Universität Heidelberg (Heidelberg University), awards the academic degree of Doctor of Phi-
losophy on the basis of independent scientific doctoral work (Dr. phil.) or the degree of Doctor 
of Philosophy honoris causa (Dr. phil. h.c.) on the basis of outstanding scientific achievements 
in the subjects represented at the Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg and related dis-
ciplines. Provided that the legal requirements are met, the title "Doctor of Philosophy" (Ph.D.) 
may also be awarded. 

 

§ 2 Purpose of the Doctorate, doctoral Requirements, doctoral Procedure 
 

(1) The doctorate demonstrates the ability to conduct independent scientific work. 
 

(2) This recognition requires 
a) the presentation of an independent scientific treatise (doctoral thesis) in the 

doctoral subject and 
b) an oral examination discussion in this subject. 

 
(3) The bodies of the university for the doctoral procedures are the doctoral committee and 

an examination committee appointed by the doctoral committee for each doctoral pro-
cedure. 

 

§ 3 Doctoral Committee 
 

(1) The doctoral committee ensures that the doctoral procedure is carried out in an orderly 
fashion. In particular, it decides on admission to the doctorate and on acceptance as a 
doctoral candidate, on the appointment of reviewers, and on the composition of the ex-
amination committee. It may delegate the performance of these tasks to its chairperson. 
 

(2) The doctoral committee consists of the rector as chairperson, the two professors who 
are members of the HfJS examination committee, one professor from Heidelberg Univer-
sity, and (if not already a member of the examination committee) the supervisors of the 
work at the Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg and the second assessor from 
Heidelberg University in accordance with § 9 para. 1 for the duration of the procedure. 
The members of the doctoral committee and one deputy each are elected by the Senate 
for a term of two years. The professor from the University and his deputy are elected by 
the Senate for a term of two years upon joint proposal by the Rectors of the HfJS and the 
University of Heidelberg. If a member or deputy leaves, their successor is elected imme-
diately for the remainder of the term. Re-election is permitted. 
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(3) The doctoral committee reaches decisions by a majority vote of its members; in the event 
of a tie, the chairperson has the casting vote. In a properly convened meeting, the doc-
toral committee can decide by a two-thirds majority of its members to make exceptions 
to the provisions of these doctoral regulations in individual cases, provided that this does 
not conflict with the State Higher Education Act. 
 

(4) The doctoral committee does not meet in public. A hearing of the person concerned in 
accordance with these doctoral regulations remains unaffected. 
 

(5) The doctoral committee communicates its decisions to the applicant or doctoral candi-
date in writing. 
 

§ 4 Admission to the Doctorate 
 

(1) The requirements for admission to the doctorate are: 
(1.1) a Master of Jewish Studies / Judaic Studies degree in accordance with the previously 

valid study regulations (major subject) and, successively, in accordance with the 
degrees in the Master's programs at the Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidel-
berg after the new regulations, which were completed with a minimum of four 
years of regular study and passed with a grade of at least “good”, i.e. no lower than 
2.5, 

(1.2) or an equivalent degree 
(1.2.1) in Jewish Studies / Judaic Studies from another scientific university in Ger-

many or abroad, or 
(1.2.2) in another subject, subject to a separate admission decision by the doctoral 

committee in the event that the doctorate is expected to make a meaningful 
contribution to the field of Jewish Studies and appropriate supervision at the 
Hochschule für Jüdische Studien is ensured (an examination of an applicant's 
knowledge of Jewish Studies will be carried out by means of a written or oral 
assessment), 

(1.3) or the academic examination for teaching at grammar schools (secondary level 2) 
with Jewish religious education as a major subject, 

(1.4) or a Magister/Master's examination with Jewish Studies as a 2nd major subject. 
 

(2) Applicants according to paragraph 1 sections 1.2 - 1.4. must prove knowledge of the Ger-
man language that meet the conditions for enrollment at the University of Heidelberg. 
(2.1) For doctorates in the sub-subjects of Bible and Jewish Bible interpretation as well as 

in Talmud, Codices and Rabbinic Literature, Hebrew and Jewish Literatures as well 
as Hebrew Linguistics, knowledge of the Hebrew language is mandatory in accord-
ance with the requirements of the examination regulations for the Magister / Mas-
ter's examination and must be proven accordingly. 
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(2.2) In the other sub-subjects of Jewish Studies, adequate knowledge of the languages of 
the primary sources required to work on the doctoral thesis must be demonstrated 
or, if necessary, acquired after consultation with the supervisor. This may also in-
clude an assessment test or passing a part of the Hebraicum examination. 

(3) The doctoral committee checks the equivalence of the degrees and determines whether 
and which academic achievements an applicant must still complete before beginning 
their doctorate at the Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg. 
 

(4) If the subject of the doctorate was not examined in the previous university degree pro-
gram, the applicant must prove his or her expertise to the doctoral committee by sub-
mitting publications or other comparable written work and in a colloquium. 
 

(5) The colloquium is an oral examination lasting about an hour. It is conducted by two re-
viewers, who are professors or lecturers with a doctorate from the Hochschule für 
Jüdische Studien Heidelberg and are appointed by the doctoral committee. Through the 
colloquium, the candidate must demonstrate that he or she has knowledge in the subject 
of the examination that corresponds to the standard of the master's examination or other 
standard final examinations in the major subject (Magister, etc.). This is the case if the 
colloquium is graded at least “good”. The overall grade is the arithmetic mean of the 
individual grades given by the examiners, whereby the grades “very good” (1), “good” (2), 
“satisfactory” (3), “sufficient” (4), “insufficient” (5), can be given. 
 

(6) Graduates of four-year bachelor's degree programs at a university can be admitted to 
doctorate if they have obtained the degree with the grade “very good” and have also 
demonstrated in a colloquium in accordance with paragraphs 4 and 5 that they have the 
same ability to conduct scientific work as graduates of master's, teaching, Magister or 
equivalent degree programs who are eligible for doctorates. The colloquium will cover 
specialized knowledge in the doctoral subject in accordance with the examination regu-
lations of the Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg for the corresponding Master's 
programs, as amended. 
 

(7) Particularly well-qualified graduates of three-year bachelor's degree programs at a uni-
versity can be admitted to the doctoral program if they graduated with the grade “very 
good” (1.0) and if they demonstrate in an aptitude assessment procedure that they are 
equally qualified to do academic work in the doctoral subject as the university graduates 
who are eligible for a master's degree. The coursework and examinations to be com-
pleted in the aptitude assessment procedure, which lasts at least two semesters, are de-
termined by the doctoral committee. At the applicant's request, the doctoral committee 
determines whether the aptitude assessment procedure has been successfully com-
pleted by means of a colloquium in accordance with paragraphs 4 and 5. If the aptitude 
assessment procedure is not successfully completed, admission to the doctorate expires. 
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(8) Particularly well-qualified graduates of diploma programs at universities of applied sci-

ences, vocational academies, colleges of music and art who do not fall under paragraph 
1 can be admitted to doctorates if they have obtained their university of applied sciences 
diploma with the grade “very good” (1.0) and if, in addition, it has been demonstrated in 
a colloquium in accordance with paragraphs 4 and 5 that the ability to conduct scientific 
work is present in the same way as in the case of graduates who are eligible for doctor-
ates. 
 

(9) Those who have already obtained the degree of Dr. phil. or Dr. theol. in Jewish Studies / 
Judaic Studies can no longer be admitted. 
 

(10) Graduates of equivalent foreign degree programs are admitted in the same way as grad-
uates of the degree programs according to paragraphs 1 to 7. 
 

(11) If necessary, the doctoral committee shall define subject-specific procedures for admis-
sion to doctorates. 
 

§ 5 Acceptance as a Doctoral Candidate 
 

(1) Anyone who fulfills the admission requirements according to § 4 can apply to the doctoral 
committee for acceptance as a doctoral candidate, stating their intended doctoral thesis 
topic. The following must be included with the application: 

a) Proof of the admission requirements according to § 4 
b) The intended topic for the doctoral thesis with a short outline of the doctoral 

thesis 
c) a written agreement from a professor or associate professor at the 
d) Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg who is willing to supervise the doc-

toral thesis 
e) a curriculum vitae of the applicant, outlining their personal and professional 

background 
f) a declaration of previous or ongoing doctorates 

 
(2) The respective doctoral committee decides on acceptance as a doctoral candidate if 

a) a) the requirements for admission to the doctorate are not met, 
b) b) the documents are incomplete. 

 
(3) Admission can be refused if 

a) the applicant has already made more than one unsuccessful attempt at a doc-
torate, 
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b) there are reasons that would justify the withdrawal of an academic degree, or 
an academic degree has been withdrawn. 
 

(4) A decision on the application should be made during the lecture period, usually within six 
weeks. The decision will be communicated to the applicant in writing; reasons must be 
given for a negative decision. This also applies to the application for admission to the 
examination. 
 

(5) By accepting the doctoral candidate, the university undertakes to evaluate a doctoral the-
sis with the specified topic as scientific work and to support the doctoral candidate in 
preparing the doctoral thesis. 
 

(6) The doctoral candidate can enroll at the university, unless they are already a member due 
to an employment relationship or an existing employment relationship precludes enroll-
ment. Enrolled doctoral candidates have the rights and duties of students. 
 

(7) The doctorate should normally be completed within three years. It may be extended upon 
reasoned request. Enrolment may be for a maximum of five years. 
 

§ 6 Academic Supervision of the Doctoral Candidate 
 

(1) The professors at the Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg are obliged, within the 
limits of their responsibilities in research, teaching and self-administration, to take on 
supervision. 
 

(2) The doctoral candidate nominates two university teachers as supervisors to the doctoral 
committee. One supervisor is a university teacher or a lecturer at the Hochschule für 
Jüdische Studien Heidelberg, the other is a university teacher or a lecturer at the Univer-
sity of Heidelberg. The supervisor from the University of Heidelberg is usually to be ap-
pointed within a year of the candidate's acceptance as a doctoral candidate. In justified 
cases, a university lecturer or senior lecturer from another state-recognized university 
can be appointed as the second supervisor. The doctoral committee appoints the named 
person(s) if they are willing to do so and confirm that the doctoral thesis concept submit-
ted by the doctoral candidate indicates that the purpose of the doctorate (see § 2 para. 
1) will be achieved. 
 

(3) The doctoral candidate and the supervisors shall conclude an agreement in which the 
doctoral subject, the duration of the doctorate and, in particular, a work plan, usually set 
up for three years, including an individual study program, are defined. 
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(3.1) The progress of the doctoral thesis should be discussed regularly. To this end, a 
schedule is to be created that is regularly updated and determines the intensity of 
supervision. 

(3.2) The doctoral candidate is obliged and has the right to present his project at least 
twice during the doctoral period in a public university colloquium of the chairper-
son or the university. 

(3.3) The agreement also includes the mutual obligation to comply with the rules of good 
scientific practice. 

(3.4) It is submitted to the doctoral committee for information. The committee has the 
right to demand an annual report from the doctoral candidate on the progress of 
the doctoral thesis. 

 
(4) The university can define guidelines for doctorates, which may, for example, prescribe 

the integration of doctoral candidates into doctoral programs or other special programs. 
 

(5) In cases of conflict, the doctoral committee may appoint an ombudsperson. 
 

§ 7 Doctoral Thesis 
 

(1) The doctoral thesis must be an independent piece of academic work in the field of Jewish 
Studies. It must meet academic standards and demonstrate the doctoral candidate's abil-
ity to conduct independent academic work in the subject of the doctoral thesis. 
 

(2) The doctoral thesis is to be submitted in German with an English summary. At the candi-
date's request, permission may be granted to submit a doctoral thesis written in Hebrew, 
English or French, provided that the examination by the professors/lecturers of the par-
ticipating universities is guaranteed. In such cases, the doctoral thesis must be accompa-
nied by a summary in German. 

 

§ 8 Admission to the Examination 
 

(1) After completing the doctoral thesis, the doctoral candidate can apply in writing to the 
rectorate of the university for admission to the examination. The following must be en-
closed with the application: 

a) the doctoral thesis printed on paper, in legible typewritten form, in a number 
corresponding to the number of reviewers and an additional display copy, as 
well as an electronic version in a common data format; 

b) a statutory declaration in accordance with Appendix 1 of these doctoral regula-
tions, which must generally be submitted in writing, together with a declaration 
that the doctoral candidate has prepared the doctoral thesis independently and 
has fully indicated and individually verified the sources and aids used; 
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c) a copy, signed by the candidate, of the information provided by the university 
on the significance and criminal consequences of the affidavit; 

d) a curriculum vitae; 
e) if applicable, proof of fulfillment of language requirements in accordance with 

the examination regulations in force at Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidel-
berg for the corresponding consecutive Bachelor's/Master's, Magister or teach-
ing degree programs in the currently valid version; 

f) a declaration that the work has neither been submitted to another university 
nor used in its present form for another examination; 

g) a declaration that he/she has not submitted the work to any other university and 
has not used it in its present form for any other examination. 
 

(2) In exceptional cases, a scientific paper that has already been printed may be accepted as 
a doctoral thesis, provided that the doctoral committee agrees. 
 

(3) Admission shall be refused if 
a) the requirements for admission are not met, 
b) the documents are not complete, 
c) a doctoral thesis that has already been rejected by another examining authority 

or a paper that has been used as an examination paper in another examination 
procedure is submitted. 
 

(4) Admission can be refused if there are reasons that would justify the withdrawal of an 
academic degree or if an academic degree has been withdrawn. 

 

§ 9 Evaluation of the doctoral Thesis 
 

(1) The doctoral committee appoints at least two examiners upon admission to the doctor-
ate. The supervisors are the examiners. 
 

(2) Professors or lecturers at the Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg can be ap-
pointed as first examiners. The second examiner must be a full-time professor at Heidel-
berg University. In justified cases, the doctoral committee can appoint an additional ex-
aminer from another university. 
 

(3) The examiners provide their written assessment and propose the acceptance or rejection 
of the doctoral thesis, in the case of acceptance, one of the following grades: 

summa cum laude (excellent) (0) 

magna cum laude (very good) (1) 
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cum laude (good) (2) 

pass (3) 

(4) The doctoral committee determines the grade for the doctoral thesis based on the ex-
aminers opinions. 

a) If one examiner proposes rejection of the doctoral thesis, the relevant faculty of 
the university will appoint a third examiner, who must be a full-time professor 
at a state-recognized university, at the request and suggestion of the HfJS. If the 
third examiner agrees with the rejection proposed by one examiner, the doc-
toral thesis is definitively rejected. If a total of three examiners have already 
been appointed at an earlier point in the process, the doctoral thesis is deemed 
to have been rejected if two of the three examiners propose rejection. If the 
majority of the examiners are in favor of accepting the doctoral thesis, the doc-
toral committee will make a decision after consulting with all examiners. 

b) If the appointed examiners award grades that differ from one another, i.e., if at 
least one of the grades awarded differs from the other by more than 1.5, but 
without the doctoral thesis being rejected, the doctoral committee shall decide 
after consulting with them. If no agreement can be reached, the doctoral com-
mittee shall decide after appointing a further examiner, who shall be determined 
by the doctoral committee. This third examiner must be a full-time professor at 
a state-recognized university. If a total of three examiner have already been ap-
pointed at an earlier point in the procedure, the appointment of a further exam-
iner shall be omitted. If the three examiners do not arrive at a joint assessment 
of the grading, the final grade shall be calculated as the arithmetic mean of the 
three proposed grades. 
 

(5) The decision to accept or reject the doctoral thesis is made before the start of the de-
fence. The doctoral thesis is evaluated at the latest at the time of the defence. The exam-
iner opinions should be submitted to the doctoral committee no later than three months 
after the examiner have been appointed. 
 

(6) Before a decision is made to reject the work, the candidate must be given the opportunity 
to inspect the examiner opinions and to comment on them. 
 

§ 10 Display of the doctoral Thesis and Examiner Opinions 
 

(1) After the doctoral committee has received the examiner opinions, the four-week display 
period begins in the rectorate of the HfJS and at the relevant faculty of the university. 
Display during the month of August is excluded. The doctoral committee decides on writ-
ten requests to shorten the display period. 
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(2) All professors and associate professors of the HfJS, the examiners as well as all professors 
and associate professors of the relevant faculty at Heidelberg University are entitled to 
inspect the doctoral thesis and expert opinions. 
 

(3) The start of the display period, the name of the doctoral candidate, the title of the doc-
toral thesis and the names of the examiners are to be communicated in writing to the 
professors and associate professors of the HfJS as well as to the professors and associate 
professors of the relevant faculty of the university. 
 

§ 11 Appointment of additional Examiners 
 

(1) During the display period, the professors and associate professors of the HfJS and the 
University of Heidelberg have the right to request the appointment of a further examiner 
from the doctoral committee. The request must be justified in writing. The request is to 
be complied with. The appointment of the additional examiner should take place without 
delay, and during the lecture period within three weeks of receipt of the application; the 
applicant can be appointed as an additional examiner. 
 

(2) If an examiner rejects the work, the doctoral committee decides on the continuation of 
the procedure and on the possible appointment of additional examiners. 
 

(3) If additional examiners are appointed, § 9 (4) applies accordingly. 

 

§ 12 Termination of the doctoral Procedure in the Event of negative Reviews 
 

(1) If both examiners have proposed to reject the work, the chairperson of the doctoral ex-
amination committee shall terminate the doctoral examination procedure after the dis-
play period. 
 

(2) If the majority of the reviews are negative, as determined by the chairperson of the doc-
toral examination committee, the doctorate is rejected. 
 

(3) If a doctoral thesis that has been submitted for the first time is rejected, the doctoral 
candidate has the right to re-submit it within one year of the date of rejection, provided 
that it has been revised. If the doctoral candidate does not exercise the right to revise the 
doctoral thesis or if the revised doctoral thesis is not submitted by the deadline, the doc-
torate is rejected. 
 

(4) One copy of the rejected doctoral thesis, along with all reviews, remains on file. 
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§ 13 Repetition 
 

If the doctoral thesis is rejected in accordance with § 12, the doctoral candidate may submit a 
new thesis. A further repetition is not permitted. 

 

§ 14 Examination Committee 
 

(1) After the expiry of the display period and receipt of all examiners opinions, the doctoral 
committee appoints an examination committee and, from this, a university lecturer or 
private lecturer as chairperson, provided that § 12 does not apply. The examination com-
mittee must be appointed within three weeks during the lecture period. The doctoral 
committee informs the doctoral candidate in writing of the composition of the examina-
tion committee. 
 

(2) The examination committee consists of the supervisors and at least two further profes-
sors or associate professors of the Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg. 
 

(3) The chairperson of the examination committee sets the date for the defence, convenes 
the examination committee and invites the doctoral candidate to the defence. 
 

(4) Decisions of the examination committee are made by majority vote. In the event of a tie, 
the chairperson has the deciding vote. 
 

(5) The examination committee shall immediately communicate its decisions to the doctoral 
committee in writing. 

 

§ 15 Defence 
 

(1) After acceptance of the doctoral thesis, the candidate shall defend his or her doctoral 
thesis in German. The defence shall last approximately 120 minutes. 
 

(2) The defence shall consist of 
a) a report by the candidate on the doctoral thesis, lasting approximately 30 

minutes, as an introduction to the defence, and 
b) theses formulated by the candidate and attached to his application in three sub-

jects of Jewish Studies, provided that each subject is adequately represented at 
the Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg.: 
 

➢ Bible and Jewish Interpretation of the Bible 
➢ Talmud, Codices and rabbinical literature 
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➢ History of the Jewish People 
➢ Hebrew Linguistics 
➢ Hebrew and Jewish Literature 
➢ Jewish Philosophy and Intellectual History 
➢ Jewish Art 
➢ Jewish Religious Education, Pedagogy and Didactics 
➢ Israel and Middle East studies 

(List of subjects as of winter semester 2020/21, subject to change) 

(3) The defence should take place during the lecture period, usually within six weeks, but at 
the latest within six months of the end of the display period. The chair of the examination 
committee must notify the other members of the examination committee and the doc-
toral candidate in writing of the time and place of the defence and the topics covered. 
 

(4) The chairperson of the examination committee may, depending on the number of avail-
able seats, allow professors, honorary professors and lecturers at the Hochschule für 
Jüdische Studien Heidelberg and other doctoral candidates to participate in the defence 
as listeners. The participation does not extend to the deliberation and announcement of 
the examination results. For important reasons or at the request of the doctoral candi-
date to be examined, the public is to be excluded. 
 

(5) The defence is chaired by the chairperson of the examination committee. 
 

(6) A transcript of the course and content of the defence is to be prepared in note form. 

 

§ 16 Decision on the Defence Performance 
 

(1) Immediately after the defence, the examination committee decides in a non-public ses-
sion whether the doctoral candidate's defence performance is to be recognized or re-
jected, and determines the grade in accordance with § 9 para. 4. 
 

(2) The grade for the defence is calculated 
a) from the average of the grades for the presentation of the doctoral thesis 
b) and the defence on a thesis from three subjects of Jewish Studies. The defence 

is failed if the defence in a sub-subject is assessed as "unsatisfactory". 
 

(3) If the defence performance is rejected in accordance with paragraph 1, the doctoral can-
didate may repeat the defence after submitting a written request to the examination 
committee. The request must be received by the examination committee no later than 
six months after the first defence. A further repetition is not permitted. 
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(4) If a rejected defence performance is not repeated or if the repeated defence perfor-
mance is rejected, the doctorate is rejected. 
 

(5) The chairperson of the examination committee informs the doctoral committee of the 
outcome of the defence. 

 

§ 17 Results of the Doctorate 
 

(1) The doctoral committee determines the overall grade based on the grade of the doctoral 
thesis and the grade of the defence, provided that the doctorate has not been rejected 
in accordance with § 12 or § 16. 

(2) The overall grade is calculated from the arithmetic mean of the grades for the doctoral 
thesis and for the defence performance. If the value lies between two grades, the doc-
toral thesis is the deciding factor. For the formation of the overall grade, § 9 para. 4 ap-
plies accordingly. An intermediate grade is not permissible. 

(3) The doctoral candidate is to be informed of the result of the doctorate without delay. 

 

§ 18 Publication of the doctoral Thesis 
 

(1) The doctoral thesis must be published no later than two years after the doctorate. 
 

(2) If the doctoral thesis is not published on time, all rights acquired through the doctorate 
shall lapse. In special cases, the deadline can be extended upon a timely and reasoned 
request by the doctoral candidate. The chairperson of the doctoral committee decides 
on an extension of up to 12 months; the doctoral committee decides on any longer ex-
tension. 
 

(3) Publication can take place 
a) by printing in a series of publications or as an independent book in the publishing 

trade, 
b) in a scientific journal, 
c) by means of an electronic version, the data format and data carriers of which 

are to be agreed with the University Library of Heidelberg University. 
 

(4) The following applies to publication: 
a) If the doctoral thesis is published in a series of publications or as an independent 

book or in an academic journal, three copies are to be submitted to the univer-
sity and one copy to the university library, provided that a minimum print run of 
150 copies can be proven. 
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b) If the doctoral thesis is published as an electronic version via the server of the 
University Library of Heidelberg, four paper copies must also be delivered. 

If there are special reasons, the doctoral committee reserves the right to decide which series, 
publishers, scientific journals or compilations are suitable for publication. 

(5) If any conditions have been imposed, the doctoral candidate must obtain written permis-
sion from his or her examiners before publishing the doctoral thesis. Any changes or ad-
ditions must be submitted to the examiners. The doctoral thesis may not be printed until 
the examiners have given their imprimatur for the final corrections. 
 

(6) All copies published after the doctorate must bear a print note or a corresponding note 
that it is a doctoral thesis at the Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg. If the title is 
changed, the title of the submitted doctoral thesis must be indicated. 

 

§ 19 Award of the Dr. phil. 
 

(1) If the doctoral candidate has submitted the required copies in a timely manner in accord-
ance with § 18 paragraph 2, he or she will be awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
(Dr. phil.). § 1 paragraph 1, last sentence, applies accordingly. 
 

(2) The doctoral certificate contains the title of the doctoral thesis as well as the overall grade 
and the day of the defence as the day of the doctorate. 
 

(3) The doctorate is conferred by the delivery of the doctoral certificate signed by the rector. 
The right to use the doctoral title is acquired only upon receipt of the doctoral certificate. 
The use of designations such as “Dr. des.” is not permitted. 

 

§ 20 Honorary Doctorate, Award of the Dr. phil. h.c. 
 

(1) Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg awards the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
(honorary) (Dr. phil. h.c.) for special academic achievements. 
 

(2) The award must be proposed by at least two professors or habilitated members of the 
Senate of the Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg with a written statement of 
reasons. 
 

(3) The application is accepted if at least three quarters of the members of the Senate of the 
Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg who hold a doctorate decide so. The decision 
of the Senate of the Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg requires the approval of 
the Board of Trustees. 
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(4) The doctorate Dr. phil. h.c. is conferred by the presentation of a certificate signed by the 

rector. 
 

§ 21 Withdrawal of Admission; Invalidity of doctoral Requirements 
 

(1) If it becomes apparent before the doctoral certificate is issued that the applicant has de-
ceived regarding an admission requirement or that essential admission requirements 
have been erroneously assumed to be met, the doctoral committee may, upon request, 
revoke admission to the doctorate. The same applies if facts become known that would 
justify the revocation of the doctoral degree under state law. 
 

(2) If it becomes apparent before the doctoral certificate is issued that the applicant has 
cheated in the course of a doctoral examination, the doctoral committee may declare 
this doctoral examination or all doctoral examinations taken so far to be invalid or, in 
serious cases, revoke admission to the doctorate. 

(3) The person concerned must be heard before the decision is made. The decision must be 
justified and sent to the person concerned in writing. 

 

§ 22 Withdrawal of the Doctorate 
 

(1) The withdrawal of the doctorate is subject to the provisions of state law. In the absence 
of a jurisdiction clause, the doctoral committee is responsible. 
 

(2) The person concerned must be heard before the decision is made. The decision must be 
justified and sent to the person concerned in writing. 
 

(3) The Senate is to be informed of the revocation of the doctoral degree. 

 

§ 23 Inspection of Records 
 

(1) Doctoral candidates must be allowed to inspect the examiners opinions after the proce-
dure has been completed. 
 

(2) Upon request, doctoral candidates must also be allowed to inspect the records of the 
procedure after the procedure has been completed, provided that knowledge of these 
records is necessary to assert or defend their legal interests. The request must be sub-
mitted to the rectorate within one year of the end of the doctorate. 
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§ 24 Exceptions 
 

In a duly convened meeting, the doctoral committee may decide by a two-thirds majority of all 
members present to make exceptions to the above provisions in individual cases, provided that 
this is not contrary to the State Higher Education Act. This applies in particular to interdiscipli-
nary and international doctoral procedures. The involvement of Heidelberg University in doc-
toral procedures is not affected by this. 

 

§ 25 Entry into Force, transitional Provisions 
 

The doctoral degree regulations shall come into force on April 1, 2021 (for the summer semes-
ter 2021). At the same time, the previous doctoral degree regulations dated October 21, 2014 
shall cease to be in force. 

For doctoral candidates whose procedures have already begun at the time of the new regula-
tions coming into effect, the previous doctoral regulations will continue to apply for one year. 
Upon request, the previous doctoral regulations can also apply for these doctoral candidates 
until the procedures are completed. 

 

Heidelberg, December 16, 2020 

Professor Dr. Werner Arnold, Rector 
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Appendix 1 to § 8 of the Doctoral Degree Regulations of the Hochschule für Jüdische Studien 

Heidelberg 
 

The affidavit must be submitted in writing. The option of recording the affidavit for the record 
remains unaffected. The written declaration has the following wording: 

Affidavit in accordance with § 8 of the Doctoral Degree Regulations of the Hochschule für 
Jüdische Studien Heidelberg 

1. The submitted doctoral thesis on the subject is my own work. 

2. I have used only the sources and aids indicated and have not sought the inadmissible help 
of third parties. In particular, I have marked content taken verbatim or in spirit from other 
works as such. 

3. I have not submitted the work or parts thereof as follows/to date to a university in Ger-
many or abroad as part of an examination or qualification. 

Title of the work: [ ... ] 

University and year: [ ... ] 

Type of examination or qualification: [ ... ] 

4. I confirm the accuracy of the above statements. 

5. I am aware of the significance of the affidavit and the criminal consequences of an incorrect 
or incomplete affidavit. I affirm in lieu of an oath that I have declared the pure truth to the best 
of my knowledge and have not concealed anything. 

 

[…]      […] 

Place and date     Signature 


